Jose Acosta
For Bravery and Valor in a Life- Saving Rescue

WHEREAS, On Sanwrday, August 2, 2008, at 11:10 PM, the City of Santa Barbara
Fire Department vesponded lo o structure fire at 323 South Volunlarie Street
Apartment 4; and

WHEREAS, when the first englne arrived they saw flames and smoke coming from
windowy an the second floor, Firgflghiers extinguished the fire and although fire
damage was confined to ane voom, tere wos Real and smoke damage throughout the
? entire second floor: and

WHEREAS, ihe acoupones of the apartment, the Reves family, were home ar the time
of the fire. While maose family members were downstairy watching television, three
younger members, 5 year-old Vigra, & pear old Alisafen and 1l-pear old Abrer were
upslaivy sleeping. Tara war awalened by the yound of the smolke detector, She wend fo
Alizafan’s voam, woke him, ard fogether ey went dovwnseaies; and

WHEREAS, at the sume time the older hrother FJOSE REYES and future brother-in-
law, JOSE ACOSTA, wsed fire extinguishers fo iy fo pul the fire out hut were
unsccessfid due lo the size of the fire and the intensly of the smoke. When they weni
downstairs they realized that Abner war missing,! and

WHEREAS, both JOSE REYES and JOSE ACOSTA returned upstairs despite the
interse swodke. By that ime the smoke level was 20 low that they had to craw! on the
flacr ta Abner's room. They found him in his bed still asleep, pulled him out af the hed
and dragged him downstairs. Boih inhaled smaoke during the rescue but were in
relarively pood condition afler the incident,

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MARTY BLUM, by vivwe of the authority vested in me as
mayor of the Cily of Santa Bavbare, do herely recognize and commend the bravery
aned valor exhibited by JOSE REYES and JOSE ACOSTA on August 2, 2005, as they
soved Abner Reyes from death or serious Infury By removing him from the burning
apartmeni. Their lack of hesitation to render care and thelr actions contrlbuted fo the
succesyful rescus gfforts and were vitally Important o the pasitive owicome of this
incident.

IN RITNESS WHEREOQF, [ kave hereunto sel my hond and
caused the Official Seal of the City of Santa Barbara, California,
ta be affixed this 19" day of Auguse, 2008,

UM, MAYOR




